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Civilization

Accounts of remarkable women at the world's most powerful court Consorts of
the Caliphs is a seventh/thirteenth-century compilation of anecdotes about thirty-
eight women who were consorts to those in power, most of them concubines of
the early Abbasid caliphs and wives of latter-day caliphs and sultans. This slim
but illuminating volume is one of the few surviving texts by the prolific Baghdadi
scholar Ibn al-Sa'i, who chronicled the academic and political elites of his city in
the final years of the Abbasid dynasty and the period following the cataclysmic
Mongol invasion of 656 H/1258 AD. In this work, Ibn al-Sa'i is keen to forge a
connection between the munificent wives of his time and the storied lovers of the
so-called golden age of Baghdad. Thus, from the earlier period, we find Harun al-
Rashid pining for his brother’s beautiful slave, Ghadir, and the artistry of such
musical and literary celebrities as Arib and Fadl, who bested the male poets and
singers of their day. From times closer to Ibn al-Sa?i’s own, we meet women
such as Banafsha, who endowed law colleges, had bridges built, and provisioned
pilgrims bound for Mecca; slave women whose funeral services were led by
caliphs; and noble Saljuq princesses from Afghanistan. Informed by the author’s
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own sources, his insider knowledge, and well-known literary materials, these
singular biographical sketches bring the belletristic culture of the Baghdad court
to life, particularly in the personal narratives and poetry of culture heroines
otherwise lost to history.
For approximately six hundred years after the death of Muhammad, the founder
of Islam, the Muslim community formed a cohesive state called the Caliphate.
This book follows the four distinct Caliphates (Rightly Guided, Umayyad,
‘Abbasid, and Fatimid) through their periods of leadership, to the state's
prolonged downfall at the hands of the Seljuqs and the Crusaders, and its
ultimate defeat by the Ottoman Empire. This text includes a focus on
contributions made to the arts, literature, medicine, astronomy, science and
mathematics, among other disciplines, particularly during the golden age of the
Caliphate spanning the eighth and ninth centuries.
Asia is the world's largest and most populous continent. The Asian continent can
be further classified into five regions—West Asia, East Asia, South Asia, Central
Asia and Southeast Asia. Each of these regions has witnessed the rise and fall of
many great civilizations throughout the centuries. West Asia, for example, had
nurtured one of the world's first civilizations—the Mesopotamian civilization which
dates back to the Neolithic period. East Asia too had seen the rise of the
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Chinese, Japanese and Korean civilizations since 5,000 years ago. Who are the
great conquerors of the ancient land? How have these civilizations influenced the
world we live in today? This book gives a quick overview on the expansive history
of each Asian civilization. Little-known aspects of Asian history and culture will no
doubt enthrall readers. Let's read on to find out more!
The Islamic empire arose spectacularly in the 7th century and exercised
influence over a large geographic area until its fall to Mongol invaders in the 13th
century. The rulers, called caliphs, ushered in a new Islamic civilization with
customs and practices both distinct from and partially influenced by those of the
areas it conquered. The reigns of these caliphates, including the Abbasid
caliphate, which presided at the time of the Islamic Golden Age, are surveyed in
this captivating volume. Readers will learn about the expansion of Islamic
influence and the flourishing of scholarship in science, math, and more during
this time.
Appraises the early periods of Islamic art within its own cultural framework and
according to Islamic esthetics
Known as the “prince of physicians,” Avicenna made enormous contributions to
the fields of medicine, natural history, metaphysics, and religion. His use of
Aristotelian logic and his work on the concept of “being” opened the door for a
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rationalist study of religion, influencing the later Christian philosophers Aquinas,
Descartes, and Kant. Avicenna’s monumental Canon of Medicine is regarded as
possibly the greatest medical work ever. Available in a Latin translation in Europe
one hundred years after his death, it continued to be used there for the next six
centuries.
500 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE WORLD'S MOST
MISINTERPRETED RELIGION Fully revised first edition. Islamic history and
anecdotes are part of everyday conversation in the Arab world. This book
provides a fascinating journey into one of the biggest and probably most
misinterpreted religions via anecdotes and facts about Islam and its history, the
Qur'an, the prophet Muhammad and his traditions, the Dos and Don'ts for
Muslims, and how Islam spread around the world, summarised in 500 questions
and answers, which the author has derived from his own experiences. The author
has lived in North Africa and the Middle East for ten years and immersed himself
in Islamic culture and society. He gradually learned the things kids in the Arab
world already know, but most people in other parts of the world never heard of,
by talking to his neighbours, teachers, scholars and ordinary people in the street.
This book explains Islam in its complexity. The author also addresses current
topics: Islam in the West, women's issues and Jihad. It can be read without
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knowing Arabic. However, the author provides the fully vocalised Arabic source in
addition to the English translation, which may be beneficial for Arabic speaking
readers.
The reigns of the caliph Harun al-Rashid and his successor al-Ma'mun have long
been viewed as the golden age of the medieval Islamic caliphate. Yet how did
chroniclers represent this crucial period? Tayeb El-Hibri's book applies a new
literary-critical reading to the sources to demonstrate how medieval narrators
devised various elusive ways of shedding light on controversial religious, political
and social issues, while ostensibly presenting a history loyal to the 'Abbasid
dynasty. This is an important book that represents a landmark in the field of early
Islamic historiography.
A history of the Abbasid Caliphate from its foundation in 750 and golden age
under Harun al-Rashid to the conquest of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1258, this
study examines the Caliphate as an empire and an institution, and its imprint on
the society and culture of classical Islamic civilization.
Illustrations: 7 B/W Illustrations Description: Book I : On the Origins and General
History of the People, Languages, and Literatures of Persia : 1. Introductory 2.
The Discovery and Interpretation of the Inscriptions and documents of Ancient
Persia, with other philological matter 3. the pre-muhammadan literature of the
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persians, with some account of their legendary history, as set forth in the book of
the kings book ii : ok the history of persia from the rise of the sasanian to the fall
of the umayyad dynasty (a.d. 226-750) : 4. the sasanian period (a.d. 226-652) 5.
the arab invasion 6. the umayyad period (a.d. 661-749) book iii : on the early
'abbasid period, or golden age of islam : 7. general characteristics of the golden
age of islam (a.d. 749-847) from the accession of as-saffah to the death of al-
wathiq 8. the developments of religion and philosophy in the golden age of islam
9. the great persian heresiarchs of this period book iv : on the first period of the
decline of the caliphate, from the accession of al-mutawakkil to the accession of
sultan mahmud of ghazna (a.d. 850-1000) : 10. the general phenomena of the
first period of the decline of the caliphate (a.d. 847-1000), from the accession of
al-mutawakkil to the accession of mahmud of ghazna 11. the state of muslim
literature and science at the beginning of the ghaznawi' period 12. religious
movements of this period : i. the isma'ilis and carmathians, or the sect of the
seven 13. religious movements of this period : ii. the sufi mysticism 14. the
literature of persia during this period
This book deals with the evolution of jihadism in the past centuries and its impact
on the world as an existential threat to the humanity in view of worldwide terrorist
attacks with its aggression, brutality, and savagery while imperiling the
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democracy, secularism, plurality, freedom, and security of the civilized world.
For over 700 years the international language of science was Arabic. In this book
Jim Al-Khalili celebrates the forgotten, inspiring pioneers who helped shape our
understanding of the world.
This volume of essays makes available the essential background information and
methods for effective teaching and writing on cross-cultural history. The
contributors--some of the most distinguished writers of global and comparative
history--chart the advances in understanding in their fields of concentration,
revealing both specific findings and broad patterns that have emerged. The cover
image, "The Arrival of the Dutch at Patane," from Theodore de Bry, India
Orientals, Part VIII (Frankfurt: W. Richteri, 1607) depicts the two key phases of
global history that are covered by the essays. Muslim inhabitants of the town of
Patane on the Malayan peninsula warily confront a Dutch landing party whose
bearing suggests that it is engaged in yet another episode in the saga of
European overseas exploration and discovery. The presence of the Muslims in
Malaya reflects an earlier process of expansion that saw Islamic civilization
spread from Spain and Morocco in the west to the Philippines in the east in the
millennium between the 7th and 17th centuries. The Dutch came by sea to an
area on the coastal and island fringes of Asia, the one zone where their warships
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gave them a decisive edge in this era. The citizens of Patane had good reason to
distrust the European intruders, since the Portuguese who had preceded the
Dutch had used force whenever possible to control the formerly peaceful trade in
the region and often to persecute Muslim Peoples. Author note: Michael Adas is
Abraham Voorhees Professor of History at Rutgers University, New Brunswick.
He is currently editor of the American Historical Association's series on Global
and Comparative History and co-editor of the Cambridge University Press series
on "Studies in Comparative World History." He has published numerous articles
and books, including most recently (with Peter Stearns and Stuart Schwartz)
World Civilization: The Global Experience (1992) and Turbulent Passage: A
Global History of the Twentieth Century (1993).
Medieval Islamic Civilization examines the socio-cultural history of the regions
where Islam took hold between the seventh and sixteenth century. This important
two-volume work contains over 700 alphabetically arranged entries, contributed
and signed by international scholars and experts in fields such as Arabic
languages, Arabic literature, architecture, art history, history, history of science,
Islamic arts, Islamic studies, Middle Eastern studies, Near Eastern studies,
politics, religion, Semitic studies, theology, and more. This reference provides an
exhaustive and vivid portrait of Islamic civilization including the many scientific,
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artistic, and religious developments as well as all aspects of daily life and culture.
For a full list of entries, contributors, and more, visit www.routledge-
ny.com/middleages/Islamic.
Islam has declared this world and life as a test case for human beings. To live a
successful life, Allah SWT has sent His Divine Teachings to help humans understand
what to do and what not. This book “Golden Words (Golden Stories) consists of short
stories and incidents that occurred during the life time of Prophet (Peace be upon him),
Rightly Guided Caliphs, Salf-us-Saleheen, renowned kings/ rulers and other shining
stars of the Islamic history. The purpose of these short stories is simple; providing real-
life lessons to the readers. The book provides a clear understanding of our ancestors,
their thorough and firm knowledge, their intelligence, proper comprehension, modesty,
sacrifices and their endeavors to elevate the truth. This is particularly rewarding book
for youngsters that will find it a helping hand in living as per Islamic principles. Salient
Features: • Short stories from the lives of successful people • Golden words about
successful living. • 300 pages complete guide on living an ideal life • Easy to
understand language • References to the original sources Darussalam Publishers has
converted this best-selling book in digital format to help readers enjoy reading
experience on Kindle and other e-readers.
THREE GREAT ABBASID POETS Abu Nuwas, al-Mutanabbi & al-Ma'arri Lives &
Poems Translation & Introduction Paul Smith The Abbasid Caliphate that ruled the
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Islamic world was the golden age of Islamic culture. It ruled from 750 to 1258 AD,
making it one of the longest and most influential of the Islamic dynasties. For most of its
early history it was the largest empire in the world and this meant that it had contact
with distant neighbors such as the Chinese and Indians in the East and the Byzantines
in the West, allowing it to adopt and synthesize ideas from all these cultures. All the arts
and sciences flourished during these 500 years and in the art of Poetry three poets
stood out among the non-Sufi poets like Ibn al-Farid... these were Abu Nuwas, al-
Mutanabbi and al-Ma'arri. Here is their lives & times and a large selection of their poetry
in the correct beautiful rhyme-structures and meaning. Included in the Introduction
chapters on The Abbasid Caliphate, Poetry of the Abbasid Period, Forms of Arabic
Poetry of the Abbasid Period. Selected Bibliography. Large Format 7" x 10" Pages 350.
COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH'S TRANSLATION OF HAFEZ'S DIVAN "It is not a
joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafez is a great feat and of paramount
importance. I am astonished.." Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran.
"Superb translations. 99% Hafez 1% Paul Smith." Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator of
English to Persian and knower of Hafiz's Divan off by heart. "Smith has probably put
together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafez." Daniel
Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of many
books of Sufi poets of Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish and other languages including
Hafez, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, 'Attar, Sana'i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Mu'in ud-din
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Chishti, Amir Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Hallaj, Rudaki,
Yunus Emre Ghalib, Iqbal, Makhfi, Lalla Ded, Abu Nuwas, Ibn al-Farid, Rahman Baba,
Nazir and many others, as well as his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, kids books
and a dozen screenplays.
This thematic encyclopedia examines contemporary and historical Saudi Arabia, with
entries that fall under themes such as Geography, History, Government and Politics,
Religion and Thought, Food, Etiquette, Media, and much more. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, known for its petroleum reserves and leadership role in the Middle East, is
explored in this latest addition to the Understanding Modern Nations series. Organized
into thematic chapters, Modern Saudi Arabia covers both history and contemporary
daily life. Chapter topics include: Geography; History; Government and Politics;
Economy; Religion and Thought; Social Classes and Ethnicity; Gender, Marriage, and
Sexuality; Education; Language; Etiquette; Literature and Drama; Art and Architecture;
Music and Dance; Food; Leisure and Sports; and Media and Popular Culture. Each
chapter contains an overview of the topic and alphabetized entries on examples of each
theme. A detailed historical timelinespans from prehistoric times to the present. Special
appendices are also included, offering profiles of a typical day in the life of
representative members of Saudi society, a glossary, key facts and figures about Saudi
Arabia, and a holiday chart. This volume will be useful for readers looking for specific
topical information and for those who want to read entire chapters to gain a deeper
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perspective on aspects of modern Saudi Arabia. • Includes "Day in the Life" features
that portray the specific daily activities of various people in Saudi Arabia, from
teenagers to working adults in different fields, thereby providing readers with insight into
daily life in the country • Defines key terms related to the reading in a glossary
appendix • Provides at-a-glance information about Saudi Arabia's important religious
and secular holidays in a chart of National Holidays • Illuminates the text through
photos and sidebars helping to illustrate key topics and allowing students to dive more
deeply into ideas • Provides fun facts and anecdotal information in sidebars that help to
engage readers
In this sweeping and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating but
largely unknown story of Central Asia's medieval enlightenment through the eventful
lives and astonishing accomplishments of its greatest minds--remarkable figures who
built a bridge to the modern world. Because nearly all of these figures wrote in Arabic,
they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In fact, they were from Central
Asia--drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of a region that today extends from
Kazakhstan southward through Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province of Iran
through Xinjiang, China. Lost Enlightenment recounts how, between the years 800 and
1200, Central Asia led the world in trade and economic development, the size and
sophistication of its cities, the refinement of its arts, and, above all, in the advancement
of knowledge in many fields. Central Asians achieved signal breakthroughs in
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astronomy, mathematics, geology, medicine, chemistry, music, social science,
philosophy, and theology, among other subjects. They gave algebra its name,
calculated the earth's diameter with unprecedented precision, wrote the books that later
defined European medicine, and penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One
scholar, working in Afghanistan, even predicted the existence of North and South
America--five centuries before Columbus. Rarely in history has a more impressive
group of polymaths appeared at one place and time. No wonder that their writings
influenced European culture from the time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the scientific
revolution, and had a similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia. Lost
Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of achievement, seeks to explain its rise,
and explores the competing theories about the cause of its eventual demise. Informed
by the latest scholarship yet written in a lively and accessible style, this is a book that
will surprise general readers and specialists alike.
In his book Jimmy Teng proposes an alternative reading of world economic history.
Using military technology as his point of reference, the author analyses how changes in
military technology shaped international political relations and competition between
states in world history, influencing economic development.
Baghdad, 927 C.E. Deep in the heart of the famous House of Wisdom hides a terrible
secret, ready to unleash a destructive force on humanity. But the truth will be revealed
only to those deemed most worthy. As murder and terror lurk amongst shadows of the
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Abbasid world, a visitor from the twenty-first century seeks to tap into its deadly powers.
There is no stopping Devon Pearson-or so he thinks. Meanwhile, far into the future,
sophomore Jackie Tempo is finally starting to adjust to life at her new high school after
the disappearance of her parents. As she struggles with her research on the Golden
Age of Islam, she must rely on the wisdom of ancient books to help her. But when she
and an unlikely friend suddenly find themselves catapulting back into the past, Jackie
soon discovers that the books are not books at all, but instead, portals to a secret
world. With the help of a scholar, a harem woman, and a jinni, Jackie begins a
dangerous journey to uncover the truth and find her parents. In the third book in the
Jackie Tempo series, a teenager risks everything-including the fate of humankind-in her
quest to find her way back home.
Presents the history of the empire from its beginnings in the seventh century A.D., its
expansion, and eventual decline, and provides details on daily life, culture, religion, art,
language, literature, industries, and trade.
From a preeminent scholar of Islamic history, the authoritative history of caliphates from
their beginnings in the 7th century to the modern day In Caliphate, Islamic historian
Hugh Kennedy dissects the idea of the caliphate and its history, and explores how it
became used and abused today. Contrary to popular belief, there is no one enduring
definition of a caliph; rather, the idea of the caliph has been the subject of constant
debate and transformation over time. Kennedy offers a grand history of the caliphate
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since the beginning of Islam to its modern incarnations. Originating in the tumultuous
years following the death of the Mohammad in 632, the caliphate, a politico-religious
system, flourished in the great days of the Umayyads of Damascus and the Abbasids of
Baghdad. From the seventh-century Orthodox caliphs to the nineteenth-century
Ottomans, Kennedy explores the tolerant rule of Umar, recounts the traumatic murder
of the caliph Uthman, dubbed a tyrant by many, and revels in the flourishing arts of the
golden eras of Abbasid Baghdad and Moorish Andalucí Kennedy also examines the
modern fate of the caliphate, unraveling the British political schemes to spur dissent
against the Ottomans and the ominous efforts of Islamists, including ISIS, to reinvent
the history of the caliphate for their own malevolent political ends. In exploring and
explaining the great variety of caliphs who have ruled throughout the ages, Kennedy
challenges the very narrow views of the caliphate propagated by extremist groups
today. An authoritative new account of the dynasties of Arab leaders throughout the
Islamic Golden Age, Caliphate traces the history-and misappropriations-of one of the
world's most potent political ideas.
Professor Hugh Kennedy makes no apology for the 'fair share of booze and sex'
involved in The Court of the Caliphs. Every element of his story is drawn from the
original Arabic texts: 'the writers of the ninth and tenth centuries knew their rulers had
their fair share of human frailties and were quite happy to describe them. To produce a
sanitized and whitewashed version of history does no service to our understanding of
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the caliphate.' In this fast-paced and colourful narrative, Professor Hugh Kennedy takes
us back to Baghdad and Samarra and the glory days of the Caliphate. From a rebellion
planned in a remote desert town to the founding of Baghdad in AD 762, the rule of the
Abbasid dynasty was looked back on as the golden era of the Islamic Conquest. The
muslim world was ruled by a single sovereign, who waged holy war against the
Byzantines and protected the holy cites of Mecca and Medina. For what was to be the
last time in history, a mighty empire was based on the ancient Mesopotamian heartland
that had once supported the Sumerians, Babylonians and Assyrians. The Caliphs
formed the model for succeeding muslim regimes. From military conquests to
patronizing poetry, building palaces, and the formal structure of the court - harems,
viziers, eunuchs and the tales of the Arabian Nights - the Abbasid Caliphate and offered
a historical ideal for later empires and their rulers to aspire to. Yet the true story of this
fascinating empire has been forgotten outside the academic world. And it deserves to
be rescued: it is an epic story in every sense, with larger-than-life rulers, exotic slave
girls, inventive tortures, and enough court intrigue to frighten a Borgia.
????????????????????????·????????????????????????????????????
????????????, ???????????????, ???????,
??????????????????????????????????????, ????????, ????????????????, ??, ?????.
Many non-Muslims have no idea that Muslims worship the same God as Christians and
Jews, and that Islam preaches compassion, charity, humility, and the brotherhood of
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man. And the similarities don’t end there. According to Islamic teaching, Muhammad
founded Islam in 610 CE after the angel Gabriel appeared to him at Mecca and told him
that God had entered him among the ranks of such great biblical prophets as Abraham,
Moses, and Christ. Whether you live or work alongside Muslims and want to relate to
them better, or you simply want to gain a better understanding of the world’s second
largest religion, Islam For Dummies can help you make sense of this religion and its
appeal. From the Qur’an to Ramadan, this friendly guide introduces you to the origins,
practices and beliefs of Islam, including: Muhammad, the man and the legend The Five
Pillars of Wisdom The Five Essentials beliefs of Islam The different branches of Islam
and Islamic sects The Qur’an and Islamic law Islam throughout history and its impact
around the world Professor Malcolm Clark explores the roots of Islam, how it has
developed over the centuries, and it’s long and complex relationship with Christianity.
He helps puts Islam in perspective as a major cultural and geopolitical force. And he
provided helpful insights into, among other things: Muhammad, the Qur’an and the
ethical teachings of Islam Muslim worship, customs, and rituals surrounding birth,
marriage, and death Shi’ites, Sunnis, Sufis, Druze, and other important Muslim groups
Islam in relation to Judaism and Christianity In these troubled times, it is important that
we try to understand the belief systems of others, for through understanding comes
peace. Islam For Dummies helps you build bridges of understanding between you and
your neighbors in the global village.
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Islam, Muslims and America gives a sound introduction to the history of Islam's
experiences with the West, and the principles of Islamic teachings; and in that context
identifies and discusses the reasons for Muslim-West alienation. It highlights both the
disconnect between true Islamic beliefs and extremist actions, and the failure of
Americans to seek the root causes of the current anti-American trend.
Jerusalem is a holy and magical city. It was the Golden Jerusalem of King David and
the wise King Solomon, the Golden Jerusalem of Jesus and the cradle of Christianity,
as well as Islam's third holiest site. Har-El demonstrates the dynamic interrelationship
and historical process between man, landscape, geographical conditions, conquests,
culture and religion.
*Includes pictures *Includes medieval accounts *Includes online resources and a bibliography
for further reading Like many historical figures, Harun al-Rashid's biography has become part
reality and part myth. A real individual and the fourth caliph of the Abbasid Caliphate, Harun al-
Rashid is best known to many individuals because of his role in famous literature like One
Thousand and One Nights, not necessarily because of his policy decisions. This is unusual
because Harun al-Rashid was perhaps the most influential of the Abbasid caliphs due to his
role in bringing economic prosperity, destroying one of the most powerful Islamic families of the
9th century CE, and ending the Abbasid Dynasty for good. The reputation of Harun al-Rashid
is a controversial one over 1,000 years later. Although historians are often loathe to admit it,
they understand that history, like other social and cultural subjects, is subject to the opinions
and influences of the society in which it was written, and for centuries, numerous cultures in
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the Western world (primarily Europe, Australasia, North America, and sometimes Latin and
South America) insisted that Islamic societies could not possess the intellectual progress and
discourse Western society attributed to itself. According to Amira Bennison, "It was a
commonplace of the European imperial age that the Islamic world was intellectually backward
and that Muslims not only could not have produced the Enlightenment and Industrial Evolution
but also required European tutelage." In short, European intellectuals believed Muslims, due to
their religious, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds, lacked the capacity to be progressive - as
determined by European standards - and were thus intellectually and culturally backwards.
This interpretation of Islamic culture and society transcended intellectual barriers and seeped
into the history and literature produced by scholars of the Western world, and in time, Harun al-
Rashid became the figure through which the Western world applied its ideas of Arabian
culture, Islam, and the power of the caliphates. The difficulty for historians and modern
audiences, then, is trying to determine what about Harun al-Rashid is fact and what is fiction,
produced over time by biased sources or legends. By the 21st century, much of the historical
information about him has been distorted by folk tales and the exaggerations of medieval
historians of all religions and walks of life. Even with numerous pop culture appearances, the
actual history of the Abbasid caliph is difficult to determine because of the wealth of
misinformation throughout Eastern and Western media alike. When Harun al-Rashid died in
the early 9th century, the Abbasid Caliphate fell into civil war. Harun al-Rashid had chosen his
son al-Amin to be the new caliph, but his other son, al-Ma'mun, had similar ambitions. Al-
Ma'mun would receive the support of some of the noble families and make a claim for the
throne, and after a two-year siege of the capital in Baghdad, al-Amin perished and al-Ma'mun
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took the throne in 813. He ruled for the following 20 years in relative peace though he was
forced to put down local rebellions spurred by the Byzantines. Al-Ma'mun, to repay his allies,
would create an autonomous Khorasan region in northeast Persia filled with Persian noble
families. While scholars can still debate his legacy, none can argue that while Harun al-Rashid
did not politically advance the Abbasid Caliphate and may actually be blamed for its eventual
destruction, his emphasis on arts and culture brought the caliphate into the Islamic Golden Age
and created the romanticized image of the Arab ruler in folk tales throughout Eastern and
Western cultures.
The Prophet and the Age of Caliphates is an accessible history of the Near East from
c.600-1050AD, the period in which Islamic society was formed. Beginning with the life of
Muhammad and the birth of Islam, Hugh Kennedy goes on to explore the great Arab conquests
of the seventh century and the golden age of the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates when the
world of Islam was politically and culturally far more developed than the West. The arrival of
the Seljuk Turks and the period of political fragmentation which followed shattered this early
unity, never to be recovered. This new edition is fully updated to take into account the
considerable amount of new research on early Islam, and contains a completely revised
bibliography. Based on extensive reading of the original Arabic sources, Kennedy breaks away
from the Orientalist tradition of seeing early Islamic history as a series of ephemeral rulers and
pointless battles by drawing attention to underlying long term social and economic processes.
The Prophet and the Age of Caliphates deals with issues of continuing and increasing
relevance in the twenty-first century, when it is, perhaps, more important than ever to
understand the early development of the Islamic world. Students and scholars of early Islamic
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history will find this book a clear, informative and readable introduction to the subject.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from Wikipedia
or other free sources online. Pages: 207. Chapters: Umayyad Caliphate, Abbasid Caliphate,
Fatimid Caliphate, Almohad Caliphate, Almoravid dynasty, Abbadid, Golden Horde, Champa,
Mamluk, Malacca Sultanate, Ilkhanate, Sultanate of Rum, Safavid dynasty, Ayyubid dynasty,
Mughal Empire, House of Saud, Timurid dynasty, Great Seljuq Empire, Qajar dynasty, Johor
Sultanate, Seljuq dynasty, Chagatai Khanate, Tulunids, Marinid dynasty, Al Said, Kara-Khanid
Khanate, Pahlavi dynasty, Sennar, Anatolian beyliks, Bahri dynasty, Buyid dynasty, Islam in
Spain, Ifranid dynasty, Samanids, Mamluk Sultanate, Pattani Kingdom, Ghurid Dynasty, Zand
dynasty, Khw razm-Sh h dynasty, Karamano lu, Kaysites, Gao Empire, Barmakids, Kanem
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