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George Balanchine The Ballet Maker Eminent Lives
This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing
online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add information
about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will
continue to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and are
added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is
the date that the first article in the title was published online.
This holistic guide explains how school librarians and teachers can successfully
integrate relevant health concepts and life skills throughout the curriculum for
students K through 12. • 15 original line drawings illustrating health issues, plus
many images drawn from major image collections such as the National Library of
Medicine and the Library of Congress • Extensive bibliographies of material that
can be used to teach health issues, including selected listings of major health
textbooks used in the United States and Canada • List of helpful selection aids
and sources for online health information sites
One of Literary Hub's most anticipated books of 2021 Award-winning master critic
Robert Gottlieb takes a singular and multifaceted look at the life of silver screen
legend Greta Garbo, and the culture that worshiped her. “Wherever you look in
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the period between 1925 and 1941,” Robert Gottlieb writes in Garbo, “Greta
Garbo is in people’s minds, hearts, and dreams.” Strikingly glamorous and
famously inscrutable, she managed, in sixteen short years, to infiltrate the
world’s subconscious; the end of her film career, when she was thirty-six, only
made her more irresistible. Garbo appeared in just twenty-four Hollywood
movies, yet her impact on the world—and that indescribable, transcendent
presence she possessed—was rivaled only by Marilyn Monroe’s. She was looked
on as a unique phenomenon, a sphinx, a myth, the most beautiful woman in the
world, but in reality she was a Swedish peasant girl, uneducated, naïve, and
always on her guard. When she arrived in Hollywood, aged nineteen, she spoke
barely a word of English and was completely unprepared for the ferocious
publicity that quickly adhered to her as, almost overnight, she became the
world’s most famous actress. In Garbo, the acclaimed critic and editor Robert
Gottlieb offers a vivid and thorough retelling of her life, beginning in the slums of
Stockholm and proceeding through her years of struggling to elude the attention
of the world—her desperate, futile striving to be “left alone.” He takes us through
the films themselves, from M-G-M’s early presentation of her as a “vamp”—her
overwhelming beauty drawing men to their doom, a formula she loathed—to the
artistic heights of Camille and Ninotchka (“Garbo Laughs!”), by way of Anna
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Christie (“Garbo Talks!”), Mata Hari, and Grand Hotel. He examines her passive
withdrawal from the movies, and the endless attempts to draw her back. And he
sketches the life she led as a very wealthy woman in New York—“a hermit about
town”—and the life she led in Europe among the Rothschilds and men like
Onassis and Churchill. Her relationships with her famous co-star John Gilbert,
with Cecil Beaton, with Leopold Stokowski, with Erich Maria Remarque, with
George Schlee—were they consummated? Was she bisexual? Was she sexual at
all? The whole world wanted to know—and still wants to know. In addition to
offering his rich account of her life, Gottlieb, in what he calls “A Garbo Reader,”
brings together a remarkable assembly of glimpses of Garbo from other people’s
memoirs and interviews, ranging from Ingmar Bergman and Tallulah Bankhead to
Roland Barthes; from literature (she turns up everywhere—in Hemingway’s For
Whom the Bell Tolls, in Evelyn Waugh, Graham Greene, and the letters of
Marianne Moore and Alice B. Toklas); from countless songs and cartoons and
articles of merchandise. Most extraordinary of all are the pictures—250 or so
ravishing movie stills, formal portraits, and revealing snapshots—all reproduced
here in superb duotone. She had no personal vanity, no interest in clothes and
make-up, yet the story of Garbo is essentially the story of a face and the camera.
Forty years after her career ended, she was still being tormented by unrelenting
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paparazzi wherever she went. Includes Black-and-White Photographs
Presents a guide for those interested in pursuing a career in the performing arts,
with advice and tips on assessing interests and skills, setting goals, planning
career actions, searching for a job, networking, and pursuing success in the
workplace.
A spirited and revealing memoir by the most celebrated editor of his time After
editing The Columbia Review, staging plays at Cambridge, and a stint in the
greeting-card department of Macy's, Robert Gottlieb stumbled into a job at Simon
and Schuster. By the time he left to run Alfred A. Knopf a dozen years later, he
was the editor in chief, having discovered and edited Catch-22 and The American
Way of Death, among other bestsellers. At Knopf, Gottlieb edited an astonishing
list of authors, including Toni Morrison, John Cheever, Doris Lessing, John le
Carré, Michael Crichton, Lauren Bacall, Katharine Graham, Robert Caro, Nora
Ephron, and Bill Clinton--not to mention Bruno Bettelheim and Miss Piggy. In
Avid Reader, Gottlieb writes with wit and candor about succeeding William
Shawn as the editor of The New Yorker, and the challenges and satisfactions of
running America's preeminent magazine. Sixty years after joining Simon and
Schuster, Gottlieb is still at it--editing, anthologizing, and, to his surprise, writing.
But this account of a life founded upon reading is about more than the arc of a
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singular career--one that also includes a lifelong involvement with the world of
dance. It's about transcendent friendships and collaborations, "elective affinities"
and family, psychoanalysis and Bakelite purses, the alchemical relationship
between writer and editor, the glory days of publishing, and--always--the sheer
exhilaration of work.
An introduction to ballet, discussing the history, styles, and famous dancers and
choreographers.
This volume critically discusses dance’s role as an art form in modern Greek
society, exploring both ethnographic and cross-cultural issues. The contents of
the book unfold in parallel and intertwining dialogues and discourses
incorporating reflections on philosophical and scientific subjects and experiences
relating to dance. The investigation places ballet, modern and contemporary
dance within the Greek context, and juxtaposes these genres with international
dance making. It also uncovers the factors that have affected the development of
dance practices in Greece during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and
considers the reasons why, until now, dance, as an embodied art form, has not
been established in Greece as an autonomous academic discipline with its own
sustainable educational structures. It paints a picture of the past and the present,
while also serving to inspire future artist-practitioners and scholars to advocate
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and support the discipline of dance in Greece.
Presents a dazzling, year-long, transatlantic correspondence between an American and British
author who have never met and yet are still friends.
Balanchine and the Lost Muse is a dual biography of the early lives of two key figures in
Russian ballet, in the crucial time surrounding the Russian revolution: famed choreographer
George Balanchine and his close childhood friend, ballerina Liidia Ivanova.
The foremost contemporary choreographer in the history of ballet, George Balanchine
extended the art form into radical new paths that came to seem inevitable under his direction.
He transformed movement and dance in classical and modern ballet, on the Broadway stage,
and in the cinema. George Balanchine chronicles the life and achievements of this visionary
artist from his early, almost accidental career in Russia, where his lifelong collaboration with
Igor Stravinsky was forged, to his extraordinary accomplishments in America. The editor and
writer Robert Gottlieb, one of the most knowledgeable dance critics in America, offers a superb
and loving portrait of a genius who, though married many times to many ballerinas, remained
truest to his greatest love, Terpischore, the Greek Muse of dance.
A biography of the Russian-born choreographer largely responsible for popularizing and
developing ballet in the United States.
Stories about dancers and the world of dance come together in this collection of entertaining
and informative anecdotes that captures the variety and richness of dance as an art form, a
tradition, a pastime, an obsession, a reality, and, for the dancer, an ideal.
In Shapes of American Ballet: Teachers and Training before Balanchine, Jessica Zeller
introduces the first few decades of the twentieth century as an often overlooked, yet critical
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period for ballet's growth in America. While George Balanchine is often considered the sole
creator of American ballet, numerous European and Russian émigrés had been working for
decades to build a national ballet with an American identity. These pedagogues and others like
them played critical yet largely unacknowledged roles in American ballet's development.
Despite their prestigious ballet pedigrees, the dance field's exhaustive focus on Balanchine has
led to the neglect of their work during the first few decades of the century, and in this light, this
book offers a new perspective on American ballet during the period immediately prior to
Balanchine's arrival. Zeller uses hundreds of rare archival documents to illuminate the
pedagogies of several significant European and Russian teachers who worked in New York
City. Bringing these contributions into the broader history of American ballet recasts American
ballet's identity as diverse-comprised of numerous Euro-Russian and American elements, as
opposed to the work of one individual. This new account of early twentieth century American
ballet is situated against a bustling New York City backdrop, where mass immigration through
Ellis Island brought the ballet from European and Russian opera houses into contact with a
variety of American forms and sensibilities. Ballet from celebrated Euro-Russian lineages was
performed in vaudeville and blended with American popular dance styles, and it developed
new characteristics as it responded to the American economy. Shapes of American Ballet
delves into ballet's struggle to define itself during this rich early twentieth century period, and it
sheds new light on ballet's development of an American identity before Balanchine.
George Balanchine (190483) is among the foremost choreographers of the 20th century. In a
career spanning more than six decades and three continents, and with more than 400 dance
works to his name, Balanchine is one of the major figures of modern art. He established, with
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Lincoln Kirstein, the School of American Ballet and the New York City Ballet, where he was
ballet master and principal choreographer from 1948 until his death. Through his work with
NYCB as well as in film, musicals and opera Balanchine revolutionized classical ballet. In this
book, leading dancers, choreographers, company directors, critics and academics assess
Balanchine s legacy and his relevance to dance today. Richly illustrated, this multi-dimensional
dialogue is accessible to anyone wishing to learn more about Balanchine and his continuing
impact on dance. With contributions by Richard Alston, Toni D Amelio, Dominique Delouche,
Antonia Franceschi, Nanette Glushak, Stephanie Jordan, Anna Kisselgoff, Giannandrea
Poesio, Francia Russell, Tim Scholl, Suki Schorer, Violette Verdy and Robert Wilson"

In an era of increased mobility and globalisation, a fast growing body of writing
originates from authors who live in-between languages and cultures. In response
to this challenge, transnational perspective offers a new approach to the growing
body of cultural texts with an emphasis on experiences of migration,
transculturation, bilingualism and (cultural) translation. The introductory analysis
and the fifteen essays in this collection critically interrogate complex relations
between transnational and translation studies, bringing to this dialogue a much
needed gender perspective. Divided into three parts (From Transnational to
Translational; Reading Across Borders and Transnational in Translation), they
address a range of issues relevant for this debate, from theoretical problems to
practical questions of literary criticism and translation, understood as an act of
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cultural interpretation. The volume mostly deals with contemporary literary and
cultural production, but also with classical texts and modernist literature. Its
particular quality is a strong (although not exclusive) focus on Central and East
European literatures, and more generally on women writers. Its interdisciplinary,
transnational and intercultural perspective makes it relevant across disciplinary
boundaries, from literary and translation studies to gender studies, cultural
studies and migration studies.
"Drawing on letters, correspondence, oral histories, and interviews, Baronova's
daughter, the actress Victoria Tennant, ... recounts Baronova's dramatic life, from
her earliest aspirations to her grueling time on tour to her later years in Australia
as a pioneer of the art"--Dust jacket flap.
Opening a unique window to Victorian England, this study of the author as a
father highlights the strange and surprising stories of each of Dickens's ten
children, from Kate, who became a successful artist, to Frank, who died after
serving in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
A fictional account of the marriage of ballet master George Balanchine and
ballerina Tanaquil Le Clercq describes how polio ended Tanny's dancing career
and how Balanchine's return to ballet tested their marriage.
The product of a lifetime immersed in the literary, performing arts, and
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entertainment worlds, Lives and Letters spotlights the work, careers, intimate
lives, and lasting achievements of a vast array of celebrated writers and
performers in film, theater, and dance, and some of the more curious iconic
public figures of our times. From the world of literature, Charles Dickens, James
Thurber, Judith Krantz, John Steinbeck, and Rudyard Kipling; the controversies
surrounding Bruno Bettelheim and Elia Kazan; and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and
her editor, Maxwell Perkins. From dance and theater, Isadora Duncan and
Margot Fonteyn, Serge Diaghilev and George Balanchine, Sarah Bernhardt and
Eleonora Duse. In Hollywood, Bing Crosby and Judy Garland, Douglas Fairbanks
and Lillian Gish, Tallulah Bankhead and Katharine Hepburn, Mae West and Anna
May Wong. In New York, Diana Vreeland, the Trumps, and Gottlieb's own take
on the contretemps that followed his replacing William Shawn at The New
Yorker. And so much more . . .
A curator and essayist surveys the inner workings of creative duos, from John
Lennon and Paul McCartney to Marie and Pierre Curie to Steve Jobs and Steve
Wozniak, and describes how their creative techniques can be adapted and used
in everyday life. 50,000 first printing.
Everyone has heard of George Balanchine. Few outside Russia know of Leonid
Yakobson, Balanchine's contemporary, who remained in Lenin's Russia and
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survived censorship during the darkest days of Stalin. Like Shostakovich,
Yakobson suffered for his art and yet managed to create a singular body of
revolutionary dances that spoke to the Soviet condition. His work was often
considered so culturally explosive that it was described as like a bomb going off.”
Based on untapped archival collections of photographs, films, and writings about
Yakobson's work in Moscow and St. Petersburg for the Bolshoi and Kirov ballets,
as well as interviews with former dancers, family, and audience members, this
illuminating and beautifully written biography brings to life a hidden history of
artistic resistance in the USSR through this brave artist, who struggled against
officially sanctioned anti-Semitism while offering a vista of hope.
Alla Osipenko is the gripping story of one of history's greatest ballerinas, a courageous rebel
who paid the price for speaking truth to the Soviet State.The daughter of a distinguished
Russian aristocratic and artistic family, Osipenko was born in 1932 but was raised in a cocoon
of pre-Revolutionary decorum and protocol. In Leningrad she studied with Agrippina
Vaganova, the most revered and influential of all Russian ballet instructors. In 1950, shejoined
the Mariinsky (then-Kirov) Ballet, where her lines, shapes, and movements both exemplified
the venerable traditions of Russian ballet and propelled those traditions forward into uncharted
and experimental realms. She was the first of her generation of Kirov stars to enchant the West
when shedanced in Paris in 1956. Five years later, she was a key figure in the sensational
success of the Kirov in its European debut.But dancing for the establishment had its
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downsides, and Osipenko's sharp tongue and marked independence, as well as her almostreckless flouting of Soviet rules for personal and political conduct, soon found her all but
quarantined in Russia. An internationally acclaimed ballerina at the height ofher career, she
found that she would now have to prevail in the face of every attempt by the Soviet state and
the Kirov administration to humble her, even as her friends and schoolmates (including Natalia
Makarova and Mikhail Baryshnikov) defected to the West.In Alla Osipenko, acclaimed dance
writer Joel Lobenthal tells Osipenko's story for the first time in English, drawing on 40
interviews with the prima ballerina, and tracing her life from Classical darling to avant-garde
rebel. Throughout the book, Osipenko talks frankly and freely in a way that fewRussians of her
generation have allowed themselves to. She discusses her traumatic relationship to the Soviet
state, her close but often-fraught relationship with her family, her four husbands, her lovers, her
colleagues, and her son's arrest in Leningrad and his subsequent death. Her voice risesabove
the incidents as unhesitating and graceful as her legendary adagios. Candid, irreverent, and,
above all, independent -- Osipenko and her story open a window into a fascinating and littlediscussed world.
A critical study of the choreography of the legendary George Balanchine offers a close-up
analysis of more than twenty individual ballets, from Apollo (1928) to Ballo della Regina (1978),
with an illuminating study of the history of each ballet, its place in the context of Balanchine's
life, the dancers' craft and performance style, the music used, and more. Original.
This Oxford companion provides an authoritative reference source for fairy tales, exploring the
tales themselves, both ancient and modern, the writers who wrote and reworked them and
related topics such as film, art, opera and even advertising.
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Gestures of Music Theater explores examples of Song and Dance as performative gestures
that entertain and affect audiences. The chapters interact to reveal the complex energies of
performativity. In experiencing these energies, music theatre is revealed as a dynamic
accretion of active, complex and dialogical experiences.
Maurice Ravel's operas L'Heure espagnole (1907/1911) and L'Enfant et les sortilèges
(1919-25) are pivotal works in the composer's relatively small œuvre. Emerging from periods
shaped by very distinct musical concerns and historical circumstances, these two vastly
different works nevertheless share qualities that reveal the heart of Ravel's compositional
aesthetic. In this comprehensive study, Emily Kilpatrick unites musical, literary, biographical
and cultural perspectives to shed new light on Ravel's operas. In documenting the operas'
history, setting them within the cultural canvas of their creation and pursuing diverse strands of
analytical and thematic exploration, Kilpatrick reveals crucial aspects of the composer's
working life: his approach to creative collaboration, his responsiveness to cultural, aesthetic
and musical debate, and the centrality of language and literature in his compositional practice.
The first study of its kind, this book is an invaluable resource for students, specialists, operagoers and devotees of French music.
The essential, easy-to-use classical ballet guide - spanning nearly two centuries of classical
dance - with entries for more than eighty works from ballet companies around the world, from
Giselle and Swan Lake to Cinderella and Steptext. This new edition has been revised to
include new ballets by Wayne McGregor, Alexei Ratmansky and Christopher Wheeldon
alongside classics by Tchaikovsky, Diaghilev and Balanchine. Features include: - plot
summaries - an analysis of each ballet's principal themes - useful background and historical
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information - a unique, behind-the-scenes, performer's-eye view Dip in at random or trace the
development of dance from cover to cover. Written by former Royal Ballet principal Deborah
Bull and leading dance critic Luke Jennings, this ever popular Faber Pocket guide is a must for
all ballet-goers - regulars and first-timers alike.
The lights dim and soon the theatre becomes dark. The audience conversations end with a few
softly dissipating whispers, and the movie begins. Nina Sayers, a young ballerina, dances the
prologue to Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, a ballet expressing a story drawn from Russian folk
tales about a princess who has been turned into a White Swan and can only be turned back if
a man swears eternal fidelity to her. However, this is not that ballet. This is the beginning of
Black Swan, a controversial movie employing symbolism in a complex interweaving of dance
and film to reveal the struggles and paradoxes of everything from a female rite-of-passage to
questions about where artistic expression should demand self-sacrifice and whether such
sacrifice is worth the price. The dance floor is the stage of life, the place where physical actions
take on the symbolic meanings of mythology and express the deepest archetypes of the
human mind. This book explores how dance gives shape to those human needs and how it
reflects, and even creates, the maps of meaning and value that structure our lives. Though the
volume looks at all the forms of dance, it focuses on three main categories in particular:
religious, social, and artistic. Since the American Musical and subsequent Musical Videos have
both reflected and influenced our current world, they receive the most space—such acclaimed
performers as Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly, Judy Garland, Ricky Nelson, Elvis Presley and
Michael Jackson, such important composers and lyrists as Gershwin, Rodgers-andHammerstein, Porter, Berlin, Webber, Bernstein, the Beatles, and the Who, and such
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choreographers as Graham, Balanchine, Robbins and Fosse are examined in particular detail.

At eighty-seven, Patricia Wilde remains a grande dame of the ballet world. As a
young star she toured America in the company of the Ballet Russe. In her heyday
in the 1950s and '60s, she was a first-generation member and principal dancer of
New York City Ballet during the uniquely dramatic Balanchine era - the golden
age of the company and its hugely gifted, influential, exploitative, and dictatorial
director. In Wilde Times, Joel Lobenthal brings the world of Wilde and
Balanchine, of Tanaquil Le Clercq, Diana Adams, Suzanne Farrell, Maria
Tallchief, and many others thrillingly to life. With unfettered access to Wilde and
her family, friends, and colleagues, Lobenthal takes the reader backstage to
some of the greatest ballet triumphs of the modern era - and some of the greatest
tragedies. Through it all Patricia Wilde emerges as a figure of towering strength,
grace, and grit. Wilde Times is the first biography of this seminal figure in
American dance, written with the cooperation of the star, but wide-ranging in its
use of sources to tell the full and intertwining stories of the development of Wilde,
of Balanchine, and of American national ballet at its peak in the twentieth century.
He was the acclaimed director of such cinematic classics as Meet Me in St.
Louis, An American in Paris, and Gigi, and equally well known for his tumultuous
marriage to the legendary Judy Garland. But to say that Vincente Minnelli's
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conflicted personal life informed his films would be an understatement. As Mark
Griffin persuasively demonstrates in this definitive biography of the Academy
Award winning director, Minnelli was not only building a remarkable Hollywood
legacy, but also creating an intriguing autobiography in code. Drawing on more
than 100 interviews with such icons as Kirk Douglas, Angela Lansbury, Lauren
Bacall, Tony Curtis, and George Hamilton, Griffin turns the spotlight on the
enigmatic ''elegant director, '' revealing long-kept secrets at the heart of Minnelli's
genius.
? Dancer Robert Barnett trained under legendary choreographer Bronislava
Nijinska. His professional ballet career was launched when he joined the Colonel
de Basil Original Ballet Russe company. In the late 1940s, when George
Balanchine and Lincoln Kirstein formed the New York City Ballet, Barnett was
among the first generation of dancers. Under Balanchine’s direction, he rose
from corps de ballet to soloist. In 1958 he became principal dancer and associate
artistic director of the Atlanta Ballet—the oldest continuously operating company in
America—and served as artistic director for more than thirty years. He was head
coach of the American delegation to the International Ballet Competitions in
Varna, Bulgaria, in 1980 and in Moscow in 1981. Barnett’s autobiography
recounts the life of a dancer and artistic director, offers insight into what is
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involved in pursuing a professional career in dance and provides a history of
ballet in America from the early 1920s through 2019.
Traces the rise of Modernism in the arts from its inception in the mid-nineteenth
century to its end in the wake of the development of Pop Art, analyzing its
influences on the fields of literature, poetry, music, and other art forms and
profiling key figures.
Wilson's Public Library Core Collection: Nonfiction (13th Edition, 2008)
recommends reference and nonfiction books for the general adult audience. It is
a guide to over 9,000 books (over 6,500 titles are new to this edition), plus review
sources and other professional aids for librarians and media specialists.
Acquisitions librarians, reference librarians and cataloguers can all use this
reliable guide to building and maintaining a well-rounded collection of the most
highly recommended reference and nonfiction books for adults. All titles are
selected by librarians, editors, advisors, and nominators-all of them experts in
public library services. The collection is a valuable tool for collection development
and maintenance, reader's advisory, weeding your collection, and curriculum
support. Richly enhanced records provide a wealth of useful information. All
entries include complete bibliographic data as well as price, subject headings,
annotations, grade level, Dewey classification, cover art, and quotations from
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reviews. Many entries also list awards, best-book lists, and starred reviews. Save
Time: Efficiently organised and includes ""Starred"" titles Save Money: Allocate
your resources to the best materials available Stay Relevant: Discover the best in
important, contemporary categories Complete Coverage: Includes
recommendations on periodicals and electronic resources, too Four-Year
Subscription This Core Collection was originally sold as a four-year subscription.
The core edition, published in 2008, delivers a library-bound volume with an
extensive, selective list of recommended books. From 2009 to 2011 Wilson
published extensive paperback supplements to the 2008 edition. A new cycle of
materials will begin in 2012. However, the 2008 to 2011 materials are currently
available. Buyers of them will receive all these materials immediately. All four
years are only $420. Uniquely Valuable There is nothing quite like Wilson Core
Collections. The accumulated expertise of our selectors, and the unquestioned
reputation of these collections, is invaluable. Wilson Core Collections are
universally recognised as impartial and expert aids to collection development that
assist and reinforce the judgement of librarians everywhere. Selection to a
Wilson Core Collection is strong support to any challenged purchase.
Contemporary Relevance This Core Collection includes broad updates in the
areas of crafts; terrorism, and international security; environment and global
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warming; diseases and medicine; and religion, plus other contemporary topics
that keep the library's collection as current as today's headlines. Other Key
Features Classified Catalogue - A list arranged by Dewey Decimal Classification,
with complete cataloguing information for each book. Author, Title, Subject and
Analytical Index - An in-depth key to the information in Classified Catalogueincluding author and title analytics for works contained in anthologies and
collections. Richly enhanced records provide complete bibliographic data, price,
subject headings, descriptive annotations, grade level, Dewey classification,
evaluative quotations from a review, when available. Listing works published in
the United States, or published in Canada or the United Kingdom and distributed
in the United States, Public Library Core Collection: Nonfiction features extensive
revisions in the areas of health, science and technology, personal finance, sports,
cooking and gardening, and handicrafts. Biography, poetry and literary criticism
continue to receive comprehensive treatment. Reference works in all subject
fields are included.
A new collection of immersive essays from the most acclaimed editor of the
second half of the twentieth century This new collection from the legendary editor
Robert Gottlieb features twenty or so pieces he’s written mostly for The New
York Review of Books, ranging from reconsiderations of American writers such
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as Dorothy Parker, Thornton Wilder, Thomas Wolfe (“genius”), and James
Jones, to Leonard Bernstein, Lorenz Hart, Lady Diana Cooper (“the most
beautiful girl in the world”), the actor-assassin John Wilkes Booth, the
scandalous movie star Mary Astor, and not-yet president Donald Trump. The
writings compiled here are as various as they are provocative: an extended probe
into the world of post-death experiences; a sharp look at the biopics of
transcendent figures such as Shakespeare, Molière, and Austen; a soap operaish movie account of an alleged affair between Chanel and Stravinsky; and a
copious sampling of the dance reviews he’s been writing for The New York
Observer for close to twenty years. A worthy successor to his expansive 2011
collection, Lives and Letters, and his admired 2016 memoir, Avid Reader, NearDeath Experiences displays the same insight and intellectual curiosity that have
made Gottlieb, in the words of The New York Times’s Dwight Garner, “the most
acclaimed editor of the second half of the twentieth century.”
In this entertaining anthology, editors, writers, art directors, and publishers from
such magazines as Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, The New Republic, Elle, and
Harper's draw on their varied, colorful experiences to explore a range of issues
concerning their profession. Combining anecdotes with expert analysis, these
leading industry insiders speak on writing and editing articles, developing great
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talent, effectively incorporating art and design, and the critical relationship
between advertising dollars and content. They emphasize the importance of fact
checking and copyediting; share insight into managing the interests (and
potential conflicts) of various departments; explain how to parlay an entry-level
position into a masthead title; and weigh the increasing influence of business
interests on editorial decisions. In addition to providing a rare, behind-the-scenes
look at the making of successful and influential magazines, these contributors
address the future of magazines in a digital environment and the ongoing
importance of magazine journalism. Full of intimate reflections and surprising
revelations, The Art of Making Magazines is both a how-to and a how-to-be guide
for editors, journalists, students, and anyone hoping for a rare peek between the
lines of their favorite magazines. The chapters are based on talks delivered as
part of the George Delacorte Lecture Series at the Columbia School of
Journalism. Essays include: "Talking About Writing for Magazines (Which One
Shouldn't Do)" by John Gregory Dunne; "Magazine Editing Then and Now" by
Ruth Reichl; "How to Become the Editor in Chief of Your Favorite Women's
Magazine" by Roberta Myers; "Editing a Thought-Leader Magazine" by Michael
Kelly; "Fact-Checking at The New Yorker" by Peter Canby; "A Magazine Needs
Copyeditors Because...." by Barbara Walraff; "How to Talk to the Art Director" by
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Chris Dixon; "Three Weddings and a Funeral" by Tina Brown; "The Simpler the
Idea, the Better" by Peter W. Kaplan; "The Publisher's Role: Crusading Defender
of the First Amendment or Advertising Salesman?" by John R. MacArthur;
"Editing Books Versus Editing Magazines" by Robert Gottlieb; and "The Reader
Is King" by Felix Dennis
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